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Day of Truth and Reconciliation and Orange Shirt Day -- On
Friday, many students and staff participated in honouring the
children who never returned home to their Indigenous
communities, the Survivors of residential schools, and the families
of these children. Commemorating the tragic and painful history,
as well as the ongoing impact of residential schools, is essential to
the reconciliation process. Orange Shirt Day promotes “Every
Child Matters”. We wear an Orange Shirt to say we are listening
to the stories of survivors and their communities, and remembering
those who did not survive.

Communication with Teachers -- We encourage you to
communicate with your child’s teachers to support their learning.
Communication between teachers and families helps teachers
know their students and respond to their needs, and families gain
insight to assist and reinforce the learning at home. Teacher email
addresses are available on the school website. Please note that
although your child’s information may be visible on EDSBY,
EDSBY is not used as a communication tool in secondary school.
Teachers may contact your directly through email, or via
Teachassist.

Contact Us

Phone 289.342.0001
Extensions

Reception 0
Attendance 1
Guidance 3

tommy.douaglas.ss@yrdsb.ca

Online

School website

% TDSS_YRDSB

r@ @tommydouglasssmainoffice

Administration

Principal
Sandra Sardone

Vice Principals

Antonietta Grieco (A--G)
Elizabeth Sloan (H--PAS)
Paull Simmons (Pat--Z)

School Council
Joe Giusto

Amir Bigloo
Superintendent

Otilia Olteanu

Trustee

Dr. Elizabeth Sinclair
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School Drop Off and Safety - In an effort to promote school zone safety
and student health and well-being, students are strongly encouraged to
consider walking, cycling or taking public transit. There are many benefits
to using sustainable modes of travel including:

. Improves student academic performance by making students
more alert and better prepared to learn

. Improves both physical and mental health

. Reduces traffic congestion and improves safety for everyone
on school property and around the school community

. Improves air quality

. Promotes life-long habits that foster independence and
active lifestyles

We understand that walking, cycling or taking public transit is not always
a viable option. If you need to drive your student, please consider using
the schools designated pick-up and drop-off area, or park a few blocks
away and have your student walk to school. Be sure to obey all posted
signage and pavement markings.

Please do not drop off your student on Major Mackenzie Drive West in
front of Tommy Douglas SS. Stopping is strictly prohibited and may result
in heavy fines. The real penalty for not obeying traffic regulations is that
you may jeopardize the safety of pedestrians and other road users.

School Zone Safety is a shared responsibility. If we all work together
we can create an environment that is pedestrian friendly for all. We
all have a part to play!

Thank you for working with us to help protect the safety of our students
and school zone.

Social Media Challenges and the Impact on TDSS -- There are
alarming and dangerous challenges circulating on social media,
namely Tiktok. We have experienced challenges at TDSS such as
damaging soap dispensers in the washrooms and doing push ups
on Major Mackenzie. These challenges put students and others at
risk. Students involved in such dangerous acts or vandalism will be
consequenced. Please help us keep your children safe; discuss
the inappropriateness, the impact on them and our community, and
the consequences of engaging in such actions.

TDSS e-Newsletter

Important Dates

October 17
e Photo Retake Day

October 19 - 20
° E-distribution of Interim

Reports

October 21
e PA.Day

October 26
e Parent/Guardian Evening

Helpful Links

PUBLIC HEALTH LINKS:
york.cal/safeatschool

CARING & SAFE SCHOOLS:

Kids Help Phone
Report It (YRDSB)

SUPPORTING MENTAL HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING:

Crisis Mental Health Supports for
Students:

310-COPE: 905-310-COPE (2673)
or 1-855-310-COPE (2673) -
available 24/7

KidsHelpPhone: 1-800-668-6868,
text 686868 - available 24/7
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Safety Week - As part of our Safety Week Activities, we held a fire drill on Friday and will be holding a
lock down drill this week.

Cafeteria Services - Cafeteria services were scheduled to resume later this month, however at this time
a firm date has not been set.

Student Dress Code - The York Region District School Board regularly engages in reviewing its
policies. Currently, the Board of Trustees has identified a need to review Policy #672 Student Leadership
and Voice and Policy #635 Student Dress Code. As part of the review process The YRDSB consults
extensively with students, staff and community members. We encourage you to review this slide deck to
build some context around Student leadership in our Board and fill out the surveys to provide your
feedback. You will find the surveys on our Board's Policy review page along with an explanation of policy
review. Scroll down the page and click on Policy and Procedure #635.0, Student Dress Code to find the
links to the surveys.

We thank you for your participation and your voice in ensuring our policies are reflective of our
community of learners. Participation in the survey is completely voluntary, anonymous, and confidential.
Your input will be considered and used to help inform revisions to the policies.

Responding to World Events - Families may wish to reference YRDSB’s tips for families, when
navigating discussions with their children about the current world events in which countries are dealing
with significant and potentially traumatic events.

School Council and School Council Nomination -- Council nominations are still open. Please
complete the form at the end of this newsletter if you wish to nominate a candidate or declare your own
candidacy. Return the form to the main office or to the school email account prior to the next meeting.
Voting will take place at our next council meeting. The available positions are Chair, co-chair, secretary,
treasurer and member at large. The remaining council meeting dates are: November 16th, January
11th, February 8th, and May 10th.

Caring and Safe Schools Information for Families -- During last week’s Caring and Safe Schools
Assemblies students listened attentively to messages about their role in creating a caring, safe and
inclusive environment. You may want to ask your child about the topics they learned about and what was
discussed. Topics covered included:

TDSS e-Newsletter Page Two
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Inappropriate Behaviour

Students are learning about about racism, discrimination and bullying and this learning will continue
through the school year. Instances of racism, discrimination and bullying, are not acceptable and are
addressed through progressive discipline. Students also need to know about safe behaviours in schools
including what not to bring to school such as peanut products, vape products, weapons including
replicas.

Reporting Behaviour

e Standing up for one another and reporting when something does not feel safe is part of a caring and
safe school environment. Students should report incidents that make them or others feel unsafe or
uncomforable including acts of racism, discrimination and bullying. Students can report incidents by:

o Telling a caring adult

o Using the YRDSB’s “Report It Button” (located on our school website) YRDSB's online Report It
button allows students and families to share information about inappropriate behaviour and/or

incidents of hate or discrimination. Please see this video for additional information.

o Contacting Kids Help Phone (1-800-668-6868)

Student Discipline

We use a progressive discipline approach for inappropriate behaviour. This means we consider a range
of options to determine the most appropriate response to each situation to help students learn from their
choices. In some cases, suspension or expulsion may be necessary. The Ontario Education Act and the
Board’s Caring and Safe Schools Policy (found on the Board’s Caring and Safe School Page) outline
the situations in which suspension and expulsion must be considered. These infractions are also
outlined in the Guide to the School Year. When inappropriate behaviour occurs, information will be
shared with the victim and parents/guardians of the victim to the extent that legislation allows.
Tobacco/Alcohol/Drug-Free Environment

The use of tobacco, electronic products (such as vaping, electronic cigarettes and related products)
and/or student possession of alcohol/illegal and restricted drugs, including cannabis, are prohibited on
school property or within 20 metres of school boundaries. This is in compliance with the Smoke-Free
Ontario Act, which is enforced locally by York Region Community and Health Services. A progressive
form of discipline, including suspension from school and fines (up to $5,000) may apply. In accordance
with the Smoke-Free Ontario Act (SFOA), exceptions are made for the traditional use of tobacco that
forms part of Indigenous culture and spirituality.

Mental Health

We want to stress with students the importance of connection as we return to school. Students are
learning about who they can talk to if they need support. Positive mental health is closely tied to a sense
of identity and safety for each individual. As such, mental health initiatives are aligned with equity and
safety in mind which includes culturally specific supports. YRDSB student mental health services are
delivered by Board social work and psychology staff. These services are accessible through the school
principal. Mental health resources for families are also available on the Board website.

TDSS e-Newsletter Page Two
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Online Safety and Appropriate Use of Technology

Students are reminded about the Appropriate Use of Technology agreement, including the importance of
using respectful language and making positive choices when using electronic communications and
social media tools. Students are reminded that threats and comments made online are taken seriously
and may have serious consequences, including potential criminal charges. Where there are concerns
for the safety of students, staff, community members or Board property, the school board works with
York Regional Police and appropriate actions are taken. The safety and well-being of students remains
our top priority.

For More Information

For more details on each of these items, please read the Guide to the School Year or visit the Caring
and Safe Schools section on the YRDSB website for details and resources for families to continue the
conversation.

Thank you for helping us create a caring, safe, and inclusive school community.
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YORK REGION 2022
ANTI-HUMAN TRAFFICKING CONFERENCE

INFORMING ENGAGING EMPOWERING
Education & Awareness Collaborative Workshops Take Action

Virtual Conference Dates: October 19, 20, 26, 27 | 6:00 p.m. —9:00 p.m.

OUR COMMUNITY OUR FUTURE TAKING ACTION

Human Trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation is a prevalent issue and one of the fastest
growing and most lucrative crimes worldwide and it is happening in York Region. It is predatory and
devastatingly damaging to victims, survivors, their families and communities.

At the Anti-Human Trafficking York Region Conference, attendees will learn about what human
trafficking is, signs and indicators, risk factors, laws, what we can collectively do to eradicate
human trafficking in our communities and more.

Who Should Attend
Parents, Youth, Community Members, Newcomers to Canada, Educators & Support Staff, Law
Enforcement, Immigrant Service Agencies, Social Services and Healthcare Providers.

Register Now For This Free Conference

DAY 1 (October 19th) Reqistration

Introduction to Human Trafficking

The Connection Between Homelessness & Human Trafficking
Youth in Care & Human

DAY 2 (October 20t™") Registration
Childhood Experiences that put Children at Risk
How to Prevent Human Trafficking

Indigenous People & Human Trafficking
Criminal Justice System & Human Trafficking

DAY 3 (October 26t™") Registration
Human Trafficking in York Region

Where I'm Headed (Interactive Activity)
Human Trafficking (Interactive Presentation)

Day 4 (October 27t) Registration
A Survivor's Story
Get to Know Community Agencies in York

6'3 York Region
Children’s Aid Societ 3

d 3600 "l.\" Société d'aide a I'enfa *USY m%u{%mw

Ce ar kids de la région de York SUYMW&M i

CENTRE

Dnaagdawenmag Binnoojiiyag

Child & Family Services
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Do you need a computer?

Renewed Computer Technology (RCT) is a not-for-profit, charitable organization
that empowers learners, educators and not-for-profit organizations with increased
access to information and communications technology (ICT), skill development and
learning opportunities, in a socially and environmentally responsible manner.

Working with York Region District School Board we are offering affordable,

renewed computer packages.

You can apply for this program if you are:

Aresident of Ontario and you are an individual

with limited income.

Parents or legal guardians may apply on

behalf of a child or youth under the age of 18.

We offer 1 computer, per family, with a limit

of 2 per household per year.

For more information, please contact:

Alexander Oliver
RCT Community Engagement Lead
AQliver@rcto.ca

All systems include our
STANDARD 1 YEAR DEPOT WARRANTY

*batteries not covered by warranty

With funding from

L

Canada

1. Open camera on phone

2. Hold camera up to QR
code above

3. Click link that appears on
your screen

We have Desktop Packages from $60.00 to $250.00.
Plus $50.00 to ship the computer to your home.

You get - a desktop complete with
Windows 10 and MS Office 2019 - Word,
Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and OneNote
plus learning software, monitor,
keyboard and mouse

We have Laptop Packages from $200.00 to $350.00.
Plus $40.00 to ship the computer to your home.

Visit Us Online @ www.RCTO.ca

You get - a laptop complete with
Windows 10 and MS Office 2019 - Word,
Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and OneNote
plus learning software

*Computers may not appear exactly
as shown

Renewe d Computer Technology
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Application Check-List

You can begin to apply for a computer on: September 30th, 2022
Application deadline: November 18th, 2022

How to fill out your application

Scan QR code OR access application using the link

your organization provided

Section A

Group Name: YRDSB

Group Code: G-YRDSB22

Name of School: Please enter the name of the
student's school

Section B

This section does not apply to you.

Section C

I would like to pick up my computer in Mississauga RCT
Warehouse ($0.00 Shipping fee)

OR

| would like to order a laptop, please ship my computer
to my home ($40.00 shipping fee)

OR

[ would like to order a desktop, please ship my
computer to my home ($50.00 shipping fee)

OR

| am part of the York Region District School Board
Group order ($20.00)

SectionD

Pick your computer package and method of
payment.

With funding from

Canada

oy Visit Us Online @ www.RCTO.ca RCT =

1. Open camera on phone
2. Hold camera up to QR
code above
Group Name: YRDSB | Group Code: G-YRDSB22 3. Click link that appears on
your screen

Our partner organization will need proof of eligibility (one of the
following) before you can apply for a computer.

Proof of Financial Status (one of the following)

- Canada Revenue Agency Notice of Assessment (most recent)
- Ontario Works Statement (Social Assistance)

- OSAP Statement of Funding

- Refugee Payment Received from government

- Letter from school supporting the application

- El Benefit Statement

- ODSP (Disability Benefits)

- Second Career

Payment

You will have the following online payment options when
completing your order:

- Credit/Debit Card

- Money Order or Certified Cheque

- A Third Party will be Paying (Ex. Ontario Works)

Certified Cheques should be made to: Renewed Computer Technology
The applicant's name must be added in the memo field. When you come to
pick up your computer, please bring a government photo ID.

Renewe d Computer Technology
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. Anti-Asian Racism Research Project

Select Language for Details
English
Simplified Chinese
Traditional Chinese
Hindi
Urdu
( Tami
Viethamese
Korean
Punjabi
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| Anti-Asian Racism Research Project

York Region District School Board (YRDSB) is conducting research on the experiences of Asian students, educators, staff, and
community members, in an effort to dismantle anti-Asian racism and to foster belonging and create safer spaces for Asian
members of the YRDSB organization.

If you are an Asian identifying member (East Asian, South Asian, South East Asian) of the YRDSB, then you are invited to
participate in a virtual focus group (small discussion group) to talk about your experiences within the YRDSB institution. For

your participation, you will receive a small gift.

If you are interested, please RSVP by deadline.

Session Date RSVP Deadline Link
( Community Members  Thursday October 6 5to7pm  October 3 Community Registration
Students (G 7-12) Tuesday October 11 5to7pm  October 3 Student Registration
( Teachers Monday October 17 5to7pm  October 11 Teacher Registration
Administrators Wednesday October 19 5to7pm  October 11 Administrator Registration
ll Non-teaching Staff Wednesday November 2 5to7pm  October 26 Non-Teaching Staff Registration

TR ——
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) ’ A ’ A YRDSAB A 2 A A ’
DU AN NGHIEN CUU CHONG PHAN BIET CHUNG TOC CHAU A

Hoi ddng truwérng hoc khu vire )(ork (YRDSlB) dang tién hanh nghién ciru kinh r]ghiém cua hoc s,inh‘chéu A, nhé giao duc, nhan
vién va cac thanh vién céng dong, trong no Iyc xég bo phén biét ching tdc chong ngwdi chau A, dong thdi boi dwdng va tao
khong gian an toan hon cho cac thanh vién chau A cua to chirc YRDSB.

|

|

Néu ban dwoc nhan dién la nguwei Chau A (Béng A, Nam A, Bong Nam A) clia Hoi dbng trwerng hoc khu vire York (YRDSB), xin
m&i ban tham dw vao nhém virtual focus group (nhém thao luén nhd) dé cung trd chuyén trao doi kinh nghiém. Chang t6i cé mén
qua nhé khi ban tham duw.

Néu ban mudn tham dw, xin ghi tén truéc khi hét han.

Ngw&i tham dw Ngay thao luan Thei gian  Han chét ghi tén Pwong dan lién két
Thanh vién céng déng Thd Nam 06 thang 10 5-7pm 3 thang 10 Thanh vién cong déng dang ky
Hoc sinh (I&p 7-12) Thi Ba 11 thang 10 5-7pm 3 thang 10 Hoc sinh dang ky
( Gido vién Th Hai 17 thang 10 5-7pm 11 thang 10 Gido vién dang ky
Nhan vién hanh chinh Tho Tw 19 thang 10 5-7pm 11 thang 10 Nhéan vién hanh chinh dang ky
\ Nhan vién Tho Tw 02 thang 11 5-7pm 26 thang 10 Nhan vién dang ky
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| Z_/ Student (PRINT)
C
DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD Teacher (PRINT)
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InspireLearning!

Grade

SCHOOL COUNCIL CANDIDATE NOMINATION FORM

Please complete Part A or Part B
Part A: | am declaring my candidacy:

O | wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent/guardian representative on
the school council:

| am the parent/guardian of who is currently
(print name of student)

registered in Grade

I am an employee of York Region District School Board. Yes No

Name

Address:

Home Phone: Business Phone

Email:

Part B: | am nominating a candidate
O | wish to nominate for an elected position as a
parent/guardian representative on the school council.

is the parent/guardian of
(print name of nominee) (print name of student)

who is currently registered in Grade

The person | have nominated is an employee of York Region District School Board. Yes No
Name

Address:

Home Phone: Business Phone

Email:

Nominator’s

. Date
Signature:

Please include a brief (4-5 sentences) biography of the candidate on the back of this form.

Personal information is collected under the authority of the Education Act as amended, and will be used to manage the
disclosure of individual personal information. Contact the school principal for more information.
File: ADM-School Councils Valid for 12 months after date of last use/application
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